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Abstract. The study of the formation of the educational space is one of the key conditions for the full functioning
of society. In the historical realities of the Western Ukrainian lands in the first half of the 20" century, the problem
of creating a Ukrainian educational infrastructure occupied an important place, as it concerned the affirmation
of national identity, the upbringing of educated personnel who would actively participate in national and state-
building processes. At the local level, this can be traced through the example of the Ukrainian Gymnasium named
after . Franko in the city of Drohobych. The historical experience of its functioning remains relevant as it allows
for a deeper understanding of the place and role of this educational institution in the formation of the Ukrainian
scientific, educational, and public space at the regional level. The purpose of the article was a systematic analysis of
archival documents and materials aimed at revealing the historical circumstances of the founding of the Drohobych
Gymnasium, as well as studying the formation of its scientific and pedagogical staff and the peculiarities of its
didactic activities. The research problem was approached using inductive and deductive methods when it came
to the organisation of the gymnasium, starting from individual classes and culminating in the establishment of a
comprehensive educational institution. The problem-chronological method allowed for tracing the priority directions
of the gymnasium's development. The statistical method was applied to calculate the number of teaching staff per
student body in the gymnasium. Based on the conducted scientific research, the following main results can be
formulated. It was established that the Ukrainian Drohobych Gymnasium has not been the subject of thorough
historical research. It was found that the establishment of the educational institution was accompanied by sharp
opposition from the local Polonised administration, which sought to prevent the establishment of Ukrainian schooling
in the territories of Eastern Galicia. Based on the summarised factual material, it was noted that the educational
institution had a qualified teaching staff, which provided teaching in natural (geography, natural science) and exact
(physics, mathematics) sciences, which were rarely practised by other Ukrainian educational institutions. The practical
value of the work lies in the fact that the factual material presented in it can be used for writing summarising works
on the history of the formation and functioning of the scientific and educational space at the regional level
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# Introduction

Drohobych Gymnasium played a significant role in the
formation and establishment of Ukrainian schooling in
the Eastern Galicia region, in the preparation of nation-
al qualified personnel for the educational process, and
ultimately in the upbringing of a nationally conscious
layer of intelligentsia that actively participated in the
socio-political and state-building life of the region. Giv-
en the above, studying its history from this perspective
is relevant. Furthermore, the scientific novelty and rel-
evance of the problem are determined by the lack of
comprehensive scientific research on it. Currently avail-
able works mostly have a descriptive nature typical of
historical and local history publications, although they
are not devoid of valuable factual material.

In particular, the study by N. Skotna & M. Hal-
iv (2020) is dedicated to the analysis and generalisation
of the historical development of pedagogical education
in Drohobych over a significant period of history, from
the 18™ to the beginning of the 20* century. The author
examines four key stages of this process, indicating vari-
ous institutional forms that contributed to the formation
and development of the pedagogical personnel base in
the city. The study is a significant contribution to under-
standing the history of education in the region. Essential
for shaping historical knowledge about the Drohobych
Gymnasium and secondary education in Eastern Galicia
as a whole is the research by S. Olenych (2024). The au-
thor focuses on the problems and progress of Ukrainian
historiography in this aspect, pointing out the limitations
of some approaches and the need for further research.
Such analysis serves as a basis for further research in this
field and expanding knowledge about the history of ed-
ucation in the region.

The study by M. Galiv & K. Dubyna (2021) contains
information about the first organisational-administra-
tive, educational, and personnel aspects of the State
Gymnasium in Drohobych from 1918 to 1919, which
helps to broaden understanding of its functioning in a
historical context. The analysis conducted by the authors
shows the measures taken by the Ukrainian authorities
and the gymnasium management to Ukrainianise, form
a collective, and establish discipline, which is essential
for understanding the influence of national policy on the
educational system during the transitional period. Re-
search into the history of educational institutions con-
tributes to the preservation of cultural heritage and the
study of traditions that developed in the past, thus help-
ing to avoid the loss of valuable knowledge and sup-
porting national identity. Such studies develop the edu-
cational sphere by revealing the successes and problems
of the past, which can serve as a basis for improving the
modern education system. They also reveal the influence
of political, economic, and cultural factors on the devel-
opment of education and the formation of education-
al ideals, contributing to a better understanding of the
socio-political context. Moreover, they stimulate further

scientific development by promoting the development
of scientific disciplines and enriching the overall cultural
and scientific heritage of society.

The aim of the article was to illuminate the histor-
ical circumstances of the establishment of the Droho-
bych Ukrainian Gymnasium named after Ivan Franko,
the formation of its pedagogical staff, the peculiarities
of the educational process, and to clarify its place and
role in the educational space of the region. The choice
of research methodology was based on the combina-
tion of various methods that most effectively allowed
achieving the set goal and answering research ques-
tions. Specifically, a combination of historical method,
analysis of archival documents and scientific literature,
as well as methods of analysis and generalisation, was
employed. The historical method allowed for the sys-
tematisation and analysis of historical facts, events, and
processes related to the formation and development
of the gymnasium. Analysis of archival documents and
scientific literature facilitated the identification of key
events, features of the organisation of the educational
process, staffing, and other aspects of the gymnasium’s
activities. The source base of the study included materi-
als from the archive of the Shevchenko Scientific Society,
in particular, the protocols of the Ukrainian Pedagogical
Society. Methods of analysis and generalisation were
used to process the obtained data, establish regularities,
and formulate conclusions. The theoretical and method-
ological basis of the article was the principle of historical
objectivity and impartiality in the interpretation of his-
torical facts. During the research, methods of critical and
structural analysis, classification, systematisation, and
verification of historical sources were utilised.

# Prerequisites for the establishment
of the Ukrainian gymnasium in Drohobych

The analysis of scientific sources suggests that the re-
search on the history of the Drohobych Gymnasium is of
considerable interest, particularly the works of B. Havry-
lyshyn (2012) and M. Haliv (2008; 2016). The author of
the first brief historical sketch about the Ukrainian Gym-
nasium in Drohobych was Volodymyr Kuzmovych. This
work appeared in 1928, as reported in the management
report of the Drohobych Gymnasium. The author noted
that the basis for writing the brief history of the gymna-
sium were the protocols of the Native School Circle in
Drohobych and the gymnasium’s records. Thus, it could
not be comprehensive, as the report covered the period
until June 1928. It should also be noted that more com-
prehensive information about the gymnasium’s activities
can be found on the official educational websites of Dro-
hobych (Drohobych Ukrainian Gymnasium named after
Ivan Franko, 2014; Drohobych Comprehensive School
No. 1 named after Ivan Franko, 2024). However, the ori-
gins of the Ukrainian Gymnasium in Drohobych are still
insufficiently covered. Some facts related to the activities
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of the Drohobych Gymnasium are presented by R. Pas-
tukh (1991), as well as in a collective work prepared by
historians from the Faculty of History of Drohobych Uni-
versity (Melnychuk, 2004). Thus, although this issue has
received some attention in historiography, many aspects
still require further study.

According to M. Haliv (2016), the scientific and edu-
cational space of Drohobych was just beginning to take
shape in the first half of the 20" century. During this
period, Drohobych had four secondary schools (gym-
nasiums), two seminaries, two vocational schools, and
one art school. These were mostly private institutions,
catering to the needs of the local communities in and
around Drohobych. Only one educational institution was
state-run (Pastukh, 1991). The Polish community led this
process, establishing two gymnasiums, a teacher’s sem-
inary, and two vocational schools (Zagérowski, 1924).
There was one Ukrainian gymnasium, a teacher’s sem-
inary, and an art institution (crafts and arts), and one
Jewish gymnasium using the Polish educational system.
This indicates that Drohobych’s scientific and education-
al space in the first half of the 20™ century was in the
formative stage. Various educational institutions, such as
gymnasiums, seminaries, vocational schools, and an art
school, operated in the city. Most of them were private
and catered to the needs of local communities, but only
one was state-run. The Polish community played a lead-
ing role in shaping the educational environment, estab-
lishing various educational institutions, while Ukrainian
and Jewish institutions were less represented and par-
tially integrated into the Polish educational system.

The Ukrainian-speaking scientific and educational
centre for the community of Drohobych and its sur-
roundings became the private coeducational gymnasi-
um named after I. Franko with a humanitarian focus and
public status. The gymnasium was created under the
aegis of the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society, known since
1926 as UPT “Ridna Shkola". The establishment of this
gymnasium was preceded by a series of efforts by the
Ukrainian community of Drohobych and the county. Ef-
forts to increase the accessibility of secondary education
for Ukrainian youth had been ongoing for some time.
The initial general meeting of the Ukrainian Pedagogical
Society's branch, held on 25 March 1905 (then known
as the "Ruthenian Pedagogical Society”), highlighted
this need. The representative of the Main Department,
the then Head of the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society, Fa-
ther Mytropolyt Chapelsky, emphasised the importance
of focusing on increasing the number of Ukrainian
gymnasium students (Reports of the administration of
the private..., 1928). According to archival data (Alys-
kevych, 1930), Ivan Chapelsky (1850-1919) was appoint-
ed prefect of studies at the Lviv Theological Seminary in
1886. Besides his theological and pedagogical activities,
he was actively engaged in public work, serving as head
of the Ruthenian Pedagogical Society twice, from 1887-
1891 and then from 1902-1910. At the first meeting of

the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society branch held on 29
March 1905, an initiative by |. Chapelsky led to the deci-
sion to establish a preparatory course for the first class
of the local state gymnasium, where the language of
instruction was Polish at that time. These courses were
founded and conducted with varying success almost
every year. In 1905, the first course had 34 students, 19
of whom successfully passed the entrance exam to the
gymnasium. The premises were provided by the Basi-
lian fathers, and the teachers'fees were paid by the Saint
John the Baptist Bursary, overseen by gymnasium cate-
chist Poliekt Kmit. According to V. Birchak (1931) in his
“Drohobych Epic”, Poliekt Kmit acted as the cashier and
head of the bursary’s board. Due to his meticulousness
and precision, he was elected head of the society for an
extended period. His contribution to pedagogical activ-
ities was so significant that on 13 June 1914, he received
the title of school councillor from the emperor for his
distinguished services.

The following year, 43 students enrolled in the gym-
nasium preparatory courses. Besides the idea of courses,
representatives of the Ukrainian community tried to in-
fluence the local state gymnasium. For instance, in 1908,
debates took place at the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society
branch meeting in Drohobych regarding possible ways
to obtain permission from the then Kraj School Coun-
cil to divide the 6-th class of the local state gymnasium
into two sections due to the large number of students.
The Ukrainian Pedagogical Society made significant ef-
forts to change the language of instruction in suburban
schools of Drohobych from Polish to Ukrainian. In 1909,
they submitted a petition to the local authorities, but it
did not yield positive results.

Father Vasyl Kunkevych was the principal advocate
for the establishment of a Ukrainian gymnasium in Dro-
hobych. As a member of the “Prosvita” branch, he reg-
ularly visited all the reading rooms in the county. He
founded the "Peasant Bursary of the “Prosvita” Branch”,
serving as its cashier and referent (Solchanyk, 1973). He
envisaged increasing the youth population in the exist-
ing state gymnasium to eventually achieve a division
into Ukrainian and Polish sections through Ukrainian
parliamentary representation in Vienna. To achieve this
goal, the "Peasant Bursary” was established, where only
peasant children studied, receiving additional courses in
German, which were necessary for passing the entrance
exam to the first class of the gymnasium. Alongside the
“Peasant Bursary”, annual preparatory courses for gym-
nasium entry were organised. The teachers included Fa-
ther Kunkevych, Ratalsky, Dumin, Stronsky, and others
(Reports of the administration of the private..., 1928).

Simultaneously, petitions were sent, and various
measures were initiated before regional and central
government representatives to create a new gymnasium
or divide the existing one. However, these efforts were
unsuccessful. Meanwhile, the idea of a Ukrainian gym-
nasium received significant support, particularly among
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the peasantry. This was evidenced by the fact that in the
village of Dobrivlyany, local girls independently found-
ed a committee that collected eggs from households for
the "native school”. Nevertheless, the energy and public
support that had grown significantly before the war for
establishing a Ukrainian gymnasium were interrupted
by World War I. The Ukrainian community revisited the
issue in 1918, aiming to establish a private gymnasium.
After several attempts, efforts, and discussions, this goal
was eventually achieved.

This indicates a significant struggle of the Ukrainian
community for educational and language rights in Dro-
hobych and its surroundings during the period of auton-
omy. The idea of establishing a Ukrainian gymnasium,
although met with opposition, was realised due to the
active participation of the community and its leaders.
The significant influence of this process on the formation
of the educational environment in the region, as well as
on the overall socio-cultural dynamics of contemporary
society, is evident.

As documented in the protocol of the Ukrainian
Pedagogical Society (UPT) branch meeting on Septem-
ber 7, 1918, the first class of the private gymnasium
had already been established by that time. According
to the information provided, 27 students applied for
the entrance exam to the first class of the gymnasium,
of whom 22 passed, while 5 were not admitted. Addi-
tionally, 3 repeaters joined the first class, making a total
of 25 students. It was planned that the classes would
commence on September 9, 1918 with a religious ser-
vice in the church. Antin Knyazhytsky was appointed as
a permanent teacher and was to begin teaching from
September 10, 1918. Simultaneously, the head of the
UPT circle, P. Kondrat, started negotiations with Father
Burdyak regarding the rental of premises for the class-
es in the “Zakhyst” building. Until then, the gymnasium
and seminar were to be housed in the casino and hall
near the treasury. To disseminate information about the
establishment of the Ukrainian gymnasium among the
Ukrainian community of the Drohobych district, it was
decided at the branch meeting to conduct an adver-
tising campaign by placing an informational article in
Ukrainian-language periodicals, appealing to the public
to raise the necessary funds. Dr. V. Paclavsky was en-
trusted with writing the article. Victor Paclavsky (1884-
1974), a native of Zolochiv region, was a jurist and so-
cio-cultural figure. He graduated from the gymnasium
in Berezhany and Lviv University, where he obtained a
doctorate in law (1916). Since 1912, he had been prac-
tising law in Drohobych. From November 1918 to May
1919, he served as the secretary of the Drohobych Dis-
trict National Council of the West Ukrainian People’s Re-
public (Padoh, 1973).

All matters related to the opening of the first class
of the new gymnasium were a result of the previous ac-
tions and decisions of the active figures of the Ukrain-
ian community. This was not only a manifestation

of great effort and enthusiasm but also an indication
of the importance of education and national identi-
ty for the local Ukrainians at that time. However, as
seen from the report (Reports of the administration
of the private..., 1928), the protocol with that previous
resolution is absent in both the UPT circle's acts and
the gymnasium’s records. Consequently, based on the
records, it is impossible to determine who and when
revisited the idea of establishing a Ukrainian private
gymnasium in Drohobych.

The gymnasium classes began not on 11 September
as planned, but on 15 September 1918. Therefore, 15
September 1918 is considered the founding day of the
Ukrainian gymnasium. The gymnasium started function-
ing with one first class. The first teachers were Dr Antin
Knyazhytsky, Dr Volodymyr Birchak, and Priest Marush-
chak, all of whom were active public figures. Antin Kn-
yazhytsky (1893-1960) was known as a literary scholar,
military and educational figure. Originally from Boy-
kivshchyna, he received his school education in Sambir
and obtained a doctorate in philosophy from Lviv Uni-
versity (Markus, 2009; Yanyshyn, 2017). He served in the
ranks of the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, and after World
War |, taught in educational institutions in Yavoriv, Dro-
hobych, Ternopil, Sambir, and was the director of the Ko-
lomyia Gymnasium. He was also one of the initiators and
founders of the "Boykivshchyna” Museum in Sambir. Dr
Volodymyr Birchak (1881-1952) was a renowned Ukrain-
ian writer, literary scholar, and soldier in the ranks of the
UGA. He studied philosophy and literature at Lviv Uni-
versity. In Drohobych Gymnasium, he was a teacher of
Greek and Ukrainian languages (until 1 November 1918).
In 1918, V. Birchak was elected a delegate to the Ukrain-
jan National Council of the West Ukrainian People's
Republic. He authored memoirs about the November
events of 1918 in Drohobych (Kubijovych, 1955-1995;
Kubijovych & Kuzeli, 1994).

The establishment of the gymnasium, thanks to no-
table individuals such as Antin Knyazhytsky and Volody-
myr Birchak, was a significant step in the development of
Ukrainian education and culture. This attests to the high
degree of mobilisation and commitment of the Ukraini-
an community in supporting its educational and cultural
identity amidst a complex political environment.

After the establishment of the first class of the
Ukrainian gymnasium in Drohobych, a discussion arose
concerning whether the type of gymnasium should be
philological or classical. To resolve this issue, it was de-
cided to convene a parents’ meeting and simultaneously
send a delegate to the Regional School Council to as-
certain which type of school could more quickly obtain
the right of “publicity” (official recognition). Whether
anyone travelled to the School Council and the circum-
stances that led to the gymnasium adopting a classical
type are unknown, as no relevant records were found in
the protocols. It is possible that this decision was made
by the gymnasium’s teachers themselves.
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# The first directors and teachers
of the gymnasium: Their role in the
establishment of the gymnasium

After the November Uprising and the establishment of
the Western Ukrainian People’'s Republic, the Ukraini-
an gymnasium merged with the existing state gymna-
sium in Drohobych, where the instructional language
was changed from Polish to Ukrainian. Consequently,
the gymnasium was recognised as Ukrainian and ac-
quired state status. The first director was Andriy Alys-
kewych (Table 1). Andriy Alyskewych (1870-1949) was a

Drohobych gymnasium in the scientific and educational space...

Ukrainian educator, scholar, and public figure (Alys-
kevych, 1930; Kubijovych, 1955-1995). He received his
higher education in Vienna, Lviv, and Styria, and then
taught in Lviv (1895-1896) and Brody (1896-1900). In
1900, he served as the director of the 3", and later the
4%, gymnasiums in Lviv. He was a member of the Ru-
thenian Pedagogical Society and a co-founder of the
“Mutual Aid of Ukrainian Teachers” society. Alyskewych
was also a delegate to the Ukrainian National Council
and the Minister of National Education of the Ukrainian
People’s Republic (1919).

Table 1. Directors of the Ukrainian Gymnasium in Drohobych (1920-1944)

No. Name Period Place of Education Subjects
1 Andriy Alyskewych 1918-1919 University of Vienna Germanist
2 Poliekt Kmit 1919-1920 ? Catechist
3 Antoni Sobchuk 1920-1924 University of Lviv Mathematics, Physics
4 Roman Smalko 1924 University of Lviv Natural Sciences
5 Osyp Turyansky 1924-1925 University of Vienna Linguistics
6 Volodymyr Kuzmovych 1925-1930 University of Vienna Mathematics, Physics
7 Mykhailo Baranyk 1321 jgij University of Lviv History

Source: Compiled based on data from (Reports of the administration of the private..., 1928; Solchanyk, 1973; Senkiv, 2008)

After the occupation of Eastern Galicia by Poland,
the Ukrainian private gymnasium was not re-established
until the end of 1919. Only through the active efforts of
Fr. Mrozovsky obtained permission to conduct courses
across 8 classes (rescript of the Regional School Coun-
cil in Lviv dated December 31b 1919 No. 15725/IV). His
initiatives and efforts enabled these courses to oper-
ate until the end of the 1919/20 academic year. Under
the new circumstances, the gymnasium faced signifi-
cant challenges, as noted in the report of the general
meetings of the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society (UPT) for
1920. A crucial role in its revival was played by Fr. Mro-
zovsky, who almost single-handedly managed to or-
ganise a private Ukrainian gymnasium and seminar in
the winter of 1919. This was accomplished amidst po-
lice repression and a shortage of teaching staff, many
of whom were imprisoned by the Polish authorities or
forced to emigrate (Reports of the administration of the
private...,, 1928). For his dedicated work, the UPT meet-
ings decided to issue a special written thanks to Fr. Mro-
zovsky. The courses taught at the gymnasium at that
time were in the form of private lectures aimed at pre-
paring students for entrance exams to the gymnasium.
The course manager, effectively the gymnasium director,
was Fr. Poliekt Kmit, who simultaneously managed the
St. John the Baptist Dormitory. Poliekt Kmit consistently
served as the treasurer at the Dormitory, known for his
meticulousness and strictness, and taught catechism at
the gymnasium (Birchak, 1931). Besides him, the gymna-
sium’s teaching staff included priests: Mrozovsky, Mar-
ysiuk, Olinsky, Hornyatkevych, and professors: Kizima,
Knyazhensky, Havdyak, Derfler, Hrabovensky, Kondrat,
Chapelsky, Kotskivna, Zadorozhna, and Olshanska.

Students took their entrance exams at the state gym-
nasium with Ukrainian as the language of instruction in
Przemysl. With the start of the 1920/21 academic year,
it was decided to continue the courses in the same ca-
pacity. However, since the St. John the Baptist Dormi-
tory, where they were to be held, was occupied by the
gendarmerie and private individuals, the start of the
courses had to be postponed. Simultaneously, in 1920,
the UPT Branch submitted a request to the Ministry of
Education in Warsaw to open parallel Ukrainian class-
es at the state gymnasium with Polish as the language
of instruction in Drohobych. This request was denied.

This highlights the difficult situation faced by
Ukrainian private gymnasiums after the occupation of
Eastern Galicia by Poland. Overcoming police repression,
a shortage of teaching staff, and resuming educational
activities amidst a tense political situation were signifi-
cant challenges. The initiatives of the figures who organ-
ised private courses and became gymnasium directors
played a crucial role in providing education for the youth
in the Ukrainian community.

# Development of the gymnasium
in the 1920s

Thanks to the active efforts of the community, on No-
vember 3, 1920, the premises of the St. John the Bap-
tist Dormitory were liberated, allowing the continuation
of education in the gymnasium. After Fr.P. Kmit, at the
beginning December 1920, Professor Antin Sobchuk, di-
rector of the Drohobych State Gymnasium, became the
gymnasium'’s director. There is little information availa-
ble in historiography about Antin Sobchuk, except that
he taught mathematics. More information is known
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about his son, Bohdan Sobchuk (1909-1974), a graduate
of the Drohobych Gymnasium (1925) and the Medical
Faculty of Lviv University (1933). Later, he became a pro-
fessor and head of the Department of Biochemistry at
the Lviv Medical Institute (Krysa & Figol, 2006). Under
A. Sobchuk’s directorship, the gymnasium was structur-
ally divided into two parts: the first three classes (I, Il
1) constituted the gymnasium proper, while the remain-
ing 5 classes were courses, essentially private lectures to
prepare for exams in state gymnasiums. In the first year,
the first three classes enrolled 80 boys and girls, and the
courses had 52 students (Reports of the administration
of the private..., 1928). The courses lasted only two years,
while a new class was added to the gymnasium annually.
Thus, by the 1925/26 academic year, there were already
8 full classes. In the same year, the first maturity exam
took place, and the gymnasium'’s type remained classical
throughout. The efforts of the UPT circle and the Ukrain-
ian teaching community focused on two main areas of
activity: providing material support to the gymnasium
and advocating for its status and rights as a state school.

Regarding the first task, cashier Volodymyr Chapel-
sky of the UPT Circle showed great energy and ingenuity.

25
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Both the local Ukrainian community in Drohobych and
the communities of surrounding villages were very sup-
portive of the gymnasium’s needs. As for addressing
the second task, obtaining the right to publicity proved
more challenging and required many measures. Already
at the end of December 1920, the UPT Circle appealed to
the Curatorship of the Lviv School District in this matter.
They were supported by deputies from the local coun-
cil. Additionally, they sent delegations to the Curator-
ship twice. The second appeal took place on January 21,
1922, following which, from February 21 to 24, 1922,
representatives of the Curatorship of the Lviv School
District, led by the renowned mathematician and gradu-
ate of Lviv University, Dr. Volodymyr Levitsky, conducted
an inspection of the gymnasium. Special attention was
paid to the teaching of natural and exact sciences (Ta-
bles 2-3). The results of the inspection were communi-
cated to the gymnasium’s management in a letter dated
April 1, 1922 (No. 4203/11), in which it was stated that
the Ministry of Education, by order of March 16, 1922,
No. 5025/D Il, allowed classes I-1V to be designated as a
private gymnasium and granted them the right to pub-
licity for the 1921/22 academic year.

Table 2. Natural sciences at the Drohobych Gymnasium 1920/21 — 1923/24

Geography Natural Sciences
Teachers
20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24
Fr. Stepan Vengrynovych 2 1,2 1,2
Marian Havdiak 1;3
Roman Smalko 1;2;5
Dometiy Popovych 1, 2-6

Source: compiled based on data from (Reports of the administration of the private..., 1928)

As can be seen from Table 2, natural sciences at the
Drohobych Gymnasium were taught during the academ-
ic years 1920/21 by Fr. Stepan Vengrynovych and Marian
Havdiak, and in 1923/24 by Roman Smalko and Dometiy
Popovych. These were professional teachers, mostly grad-
uates of Lviv University. It is known that Roman Smalko had

previously (since 1910) taught natural sciences at the Vy-
zhnytsia Gymnasium from the beginning of the establish-
ment of the educational institution (Penishkevich, 2002).
Being the director of the Drohobych Gymnasium, he, in
addition to teaching natural sciences, also taught the ex-
act sciences, including mathematics and physics (Table 3).

Table 3. Exact sciences at the Drohobych Gymnasium for the academic years 1920/21-1923/24

Maths Physics
Teachers
20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24
Fr. Stepan Vengrynovych 2 1;2 3 3;4
Yulian Stasyshyn 1,3 34
Antin Sobchuk
Roman Smalko 1;2-4 3,4

Source: compiled based on data from (Reports of the administration of the private...1928)

As seen from the data in Table 3, the exact sciences
at Drohobych Gymnasium during the academic years
1920/21 and 1921/22 were taught by Fr. Stepan Ven-
grynovych and Yulian Stasyshyn. Priest Stepan Ven-
grynovych (1897-1954), later a Ukrainian writer and

memoirist, fought with the Ukrainian Galician Army
(Drohobych Ukrainian Gymnasium named after Ivan
Franko, 2014). He taught concise sciences — mathe-
matics and physics, as well as natural history. During
the subsequent academic years 1922/23 and 1923/24,
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concise sciences were taught by directors Antin Sobchuk
and Roman Smalko. This significantly influenced the
professionalism of education at Drohobych Gymnasi-
um, which was named the Coeducational Gymnasium
after I. Franko of the Ukrainian Pedagogical Society. Af-
ter gaining public status, just four years later, the gym-
nasium had six classes, ten teachers, 45 male students,
and 175 female students, accommodated in a rented
building on St. Ivan Chrestytel Street (6 classrooms, 2
offices, quarters for the manager, a 2500 square metre
garden, 720 teaching aids, 120 copies of student liter-
ature, and 200 copies of teacher literature) (Drohobych
Ukrainian Gymnasium named after Ivan Franko, 2014).

The most significant deficiency at the beginning of
the years of the gymnasium’s existence as a public in-
stitution, which was evident at every turn, was the lack
of its own appropriate building. To address this issue,
with the support of the entire Ukrainian community of
Drohobych and the county, members of the Ukrainian
Pedagogical Society began building their own building
in 1923. Initially, it was decided to form a committee
from representatives of the Ukrainian community of
Drohobych, headed by Drohobych lawyer Volodymyr
lInytskyi. Under the committee’s leadership, funds were
raised for the construction of the educational institu-
tion. The Sisters of the Mariin Society collected eggs
every Sunday, which were necessary for construction
(according to folk customs, lime solution with egg
white was considered stronger). At the invitation of
the Drohobych community, the Bishop of Peremyshl
and Sambir, who laid the first stone in 1926, came and
consecrated it. In September 1928, a new building for
the gymnasium was constructed on Petro Sahaidachnyi
Street, costing approximately 500 thousand zlotyh, and
the old building housed the private Ukrainian elemen-
tary school named after Taras Shevchenko. On June 9,
1930, the gymnasium building, a three-story structure
with 25 classrooms, was consecrated by the Bishop
of Peremyshl and Sambir, Josaphat Kotsylovskyi. The
implementation of this project significantly simplified
many issues that hindered the development of the
Ukrainian gymnasium in Drohobych.

After acquiring its own premises, there were only mi-
nor changes in the personnel of its managers and teach-
ers. However, circumstances arose where the Ukrainian
gymnasium lost its public status in the 1924/25 academ-
ic year. The reason was that contrary to the order of the
Curatorship of the LSHO of March 3, 1924, which de-
manded the conduct of internal and external affairs in
Polish, the gymnasium’s management, according to the
order of the Main Directorate of the Ukrainian Pedagog-
ical Society, conducted affairs and reporting in Ukrain-
ian. Polish had to be introduced in February 1925, and
consequently, the right to publicity was only restored in
the 1925/26 academic year. From that time on, the gym-
nasium enjoyed limited rights of state schools, that is,
the so-called right to publicity with reservations.

# Conclusions

Summarising, it can be stated that the Drohobych Gym-
nasium played a significant role in the educational space
of the Western Ukrainian lands and to some extent was
a guarantor of preserving Ukrainian educational identity
under foreign rule. The struggle of the Ukrainian com-
munity for the opening of the gymnasium in Drohobych
was evidence of its maturity and national consciousness.
The gymnasium had a qualified teaching staff that en-
sured a proper level of teaching various disciplines. A
significant portion of the teachers were graduates of Lviv
University, which undoubtedly raised the prestige of the
gymnasium not only in the eyes of the Drohobych com-
munity but also throughout the region, making it com-
petitive with similar Polish educational institutions. This
particularly applies to the teaching of concise sciences,
which were given less importance in other gymnasiums.
However, this had a significant impact on the prepara-
tion of technical intelligentsia, which Ukrainians lacked
compared to the humanities. Active public participa-
tion in ensuring education in times of political and so-
cial turmoil was critical to maintaining the gymnasium’s
functioning. The wide-scale mobilisation of citizens,
which succeeded in freeing premises for teaching and
ensuring its activities, demonstrates the significant so-
cial and cultural impact of the gymnasium on the local
community. The community’s desire to have the gymna-
sium recognised as a state school testifies to its recog-
nition as a key educational institution in the region and
an important aspect of Ukrainian national identity. The
successful functioning of the gymnasium in conditions
of complex political and social transformations confirms
the importance and necessity of preserving and devel-
oping Ukrainian community educational institutions as a
means of preserving and disseminating cultural heritage.

The Drohobych Gymnasium became a symbol of
Ukrainian aspirations for education, culture, and nation-
al self-identity. Its history testifies to the resilience of the
Ukrainian spirit and its desire for freedom. Research into
the history of the Drohobych Gymnasium is of great im-
portance both for science and society. It helps to pre-
serve the memory of Ukrainian education and culture,
fosters in youth a sense of patriotism and pride in their
country, contributes to the development of Ukrainian
education and culture, and strengthens the national uni-
ty of Ukraine.

The problem addressed in the article has prospects
for further scientific development. This relates to aspects
such as researching the prosopographic portrait of the
teaching and student body of the gymnasium, the role
of the gymnasium in the socio-humanitarian space of
Drohobych, the mechanisms of implementing the ed-
ucational process, its evolution, and the ability of the
teaching staff to respond to contemporary didactic chal-
lenges as well as societal changes in general. A promis-
ing direction for further research could be biographical
studies when it comes to individual figures of gymnasium

Society. Document. Communication, 2023, Vol. 8, No. 4



Holubko & Pavlyshyn l 27 I

teachers who played a prominent role in the public life # Acknowledgements

of Western Ukraine in the interwar period. Equally prom-  None.

ising is source studies, which include the search for and .

identification of archival materials that reveal various as-  # Conflict of Interest
pects of the history of the Drohobych Gymnasium. None.

# References

[11 Alyskevych, A. (1930). The state gymnasium in Drohobych during the Ukrainian National Republic (from
December 31, 1918, to May 15, 1919). Shevchenko Scientific Society Ukrainian Archive, 25.

[2] Birchak, V. (1931). The Drohobych epic. Literary and Scientific Herald, 7-8, 613-624, 751-765.

[31 Drohobych Comprehensive School No. 1 named after lvan Franko. (2024). Retrieved from https://drohobychyna.
com.ua/edifice/drogobicka-zagalnoosvitnya-shkola-1-imeni-ivana-franka/istoriya-shkoli/.

[4] Drohobych Ukrainian Gymnasium named after lvan Franko, 1918-1944. (2014). Drohobych: “Posvit". Retrieved
from http://surl.li/tnfnm.

[5] Galiv, M., & Dubyna, K. (2021). Activities of the Drohobych State Gymnasium during the years of the
Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (1918-1919). Franko’s Estate: Scientific Collection of the Naguyevychi
Reserve, 2, 646-660.

[6] Haliv, M. (2008). Cultural life of the Ukrainian community in Drohobych during the German occupation (1941-
1944). Problems of Humanities: Scientific Notes of DDP University, 22, 92-101.

[7] Haliv, M. (2016). Secondary educational institutions in Drohobych (1919-1939). Current Issues in Humanities,
16, 21-32.

[8] Havrylyshyn, B. (2012). Remaining Ukrainian: Memoirs. Kyiv: Pulsars University Press.

[9] Krysa, L, & Figol, R. (2006). Lychakivskyi necropolis. Guidebook. Lviv.

[10] Kubijovych, V. (1955-1995). Encyclopedia of Ukrainian studies: Dictionary part (Vols. 1-11). Lviv.

[11] Kubijovych, V., & Kuzeli, Z. (Eds.). (1994). Encyclopedia of Ukrainology: The Ukrainian edition. Kyiv.

[12] Markus, V. (2009). Antin Knyazhynsky. In Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian diaspora (pp. 370-371). New York —
Chicago.

[13] Melnychuk, B.l. (2004). Ternopil encyclopedic dictionary. Ternopil: “Zbruch” Publishing and Printing House.

[14] Olenych, S.R. (2024). The history of secondary schools of eastern galicia in the works of West Ukrainian scientists
of the interwar period (20s-30s of the XX century). Zaporizhzhia Historical Journal, 7(59). doi: 10.26661/zhv-
2022-7-59.

[15] Padoh, Y. (1973). Doctor Viktor Patslavsky. In Drohobychchyna — the land of Ivan Franko. New York, Paris, Sydney,
Toronto.

[16] Pastukh, R. (1991). Native school in Drohobych. Lviv: Memorial.

[17] Penishkevich, O.I. (2002). Development of Ukrainian schooling in Bukovyna (XVIIl — beginning of XX century).
Chernivtsi: Ruta.

[18] Reports of the administration of the private coeducational gymnasium named after Ivan Franko of the Ukrainian
Pedagogical Society Native School in Drohobych for the school years 1918/ to 1927/28. (1928). Drohobych.

[19] Senkiv, M. (2008). Cultural and national life of Drohobych in the interwar period (1919-1939). Problems of
Humanitarian Sciences: A Collection of Scientific Works of the Ivan Franko State University of Applied Sciences.
History Series, 22(2008).

[20] Skotna, N., & Haliv, M. (2020). Pedagogical Education in Drohobych: The end of the XVIIl — the first half of the
XX century, to the prehistory of the Ivan Franko Drohobych State Pedagogical University. Youth and the Market,
2,6-17.

[21] Solchanyk, A. (1973). Ukrainian gymnasium named after Ivan Franko. In Drohobychchyna — the land of Ivan
Franko. New York, Paris, Sydney, Toronto.

[22] Yanyshyn B.M. (2017) Schooling in Eastern Galicia during the period of local self-government: A
historiographical review. Problems of the History of Ukraine of the XIX — Early XX Centuries. Collection of Scientific
Papers, 27, 292-315.

[23] Zagorowski, Z. (Ed). (1924). Inventory of teachers of higher schools, secondary schools, vocational schools, teachers’
seminaries, and a list of scientific establishments and school authorities. Retrieved from https://dlibra.kul.pl/dlibra/
publication/47163/edition/42808/content.

Society. Document. Communication, 2023, Vol. 8, No. 4


https://chtyvo.org.ua/authors/Birchak_Volodymyr/Drohobytska_epopeia_Uryvky_z_spohadiv/
https://drohobychyna.com.ua/edifice/drogobicka-zagalnoosvitnya-shkola-1-imeni-ivana-franka/istoriya-shkoli/
https://drohobychyna.com.ua/edifice/drogobicka-zagalnoosvitnya-shkola-1-imeni-ivana-franka/istoriya-shkoli/
http://surl.li/tnfnm
https://uk.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%8E%D1%81%D1%8C_%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BC
https://lavkababuin.com/ua/lichakivsbkiy-nekropolb-2006-1086976/
http://litopys.org.ua/encycl/euii.htm
http://litopys.org.ua/encycl/eui.htm
https://istznu.org/index.php/journal/article/view/2471/2272
https://istznu.org/index.php/journal/article/view/2471/2272
http://phh.dspu.edu.ua/article/view/172134
http://ir.dspu.edu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/2812
http://ir.dspu.edu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/2812
http://resource.history.org.ua/cgi-bin/eiu/history.exe?I21DBN=EJRN&P21DBN=EJRN&S21REF=10&S21CNR=20&S21STN=1&S21FMT=ASP_meta&C21COM=S&2_S21P03=IDP=&2_S21STR=Piu19-20_2017_27_21
http://resource.history.org.ua/cgi-bin/eiu/history.exe?I21DBN=EJRN&P21DBN=EJRN&S21REF=10&S21CNR=20&S21STN=1&S21FMT=ASP_meta&C21COM=S&2_S21P03=IDP=&2_S21STR=Piu19-20_2017_27_21
https://dlibra.kul.pl/dlibra/publication/47163/edition/42808/content
https://dlibra.kul.pl/dlibra/publication/47163/edition/42808/content

l 28 I Drohobych gymnasium in the scientific and educational space...

Aporo6uubka rimHasis y HayKOBO-OCBiTHbOMY NMPOCTOPI
CxigHoi NannumHn nepuwoi ysBepTi XX crT.

BikTop Nony6ko
LoKTOp iCTOpPUYHNX HaykK, Mpodecop
J1bBIiBCbKMI HaLliOHaNbHMIN YHIBEPCUTET iMeHi IBaHa OpaHKa
79000, Byn. VHiBepcuTeTcbka, 1, M. J1bBiB, YkpaiHa
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9040-4516
Oner MNaBnnwuH
Kanompat icTopuYHMX Hayk, OOLEHT
J1bBiBCbKMI HaLliOHaNbHUN YHiBEPCUTET iMeHi IBaHa ®paHka
79000, Byn. YHiBepcuTeTcbka, 1, M. J1bBiB, VKpaiHa
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0388-3278

AHoTauif. [locnigxeHHs GopMyBaHHs HaBYaNbHO-OCBITHLOrO MPOCTOPY € OAHIEHD i3 K/TFOUOBKX YMOB MOBHOLiHHOTO
byHKUiOHYBaHHSA CycninbCTBa. B icTopnyHMX peanisnx 3axifHOYKpaiHCbKMX 3eMenb NepLUoi NoaoBuHM XX CT. npobiema
CTBOPEHHSA YKPaIHCbKOT OCBITHBOT iIHPPACTPYKTYpW MocCifgana BaxaMBe MicCLie OCKIIbKM MLLIAOCA MPO YTBEPAKEHHS
HaLioOHaNbHOI IAEHTUYHOCTI, BMXOBAHHA OCBIUYEHWX KafpiB KOTPi © aKTMBHO BKAOYWAMCA Y HaLiOHaNbHI i
Aep>kaBoTBOpUI NpoLecu. Ha nokanbHOMY PiBHI Lie MOXHa MPOCTEXUTI Ha NPUKAaAi AiANbHOCTI YKPaiHCbKOI riMHa3ii
iM. |. ®paHka y MicTi Jporobuui. IcTopnyHmin 4ocBig, ii PyHKLiOHyBaHHA He BTPaTWB aKTyalbHOCTI OCKiJIbKW Ja€ 3Mory
noranbUT PO3yMiIHHA MiCLLA Ta POi LibOro HaBYaAbHOrO 3aknagy y GopMyBaHHI YKPaiHCbKOro HayKOBO-OCBITHbOMO
Ta rPOMaZACbKOro MPOCTOPY Ha perioHasbHOMY PiBHI. MeToro cTaTTi ByB CUCTEMATUUHMIA aHaNi3 apXiBHUX JOKYMEHTIB
Ta MaTepianiB, CNPAMOBaHWA Ha PO3KPUTTA ICTOPUYHUX OBCTaBMH 3acHyBaHHA [porobuLbKoi riMHasii, a Takox
BMBYEHHA GOpPMYBaHHA ii HayKOBO-MeAaroriyHoro KaZpoBOro ckiaagy Ta oCcobamBocTer ANMAAKTUYHOI AifNbHOCTI.
Y xoai pocnifXeHHs npobaemMn BUKOPWUCTOBYBABCS IHAYKTUBHUA Ta AeAYKTUBHWA MeTOAM KOAW WAETbCA Mpo
opraHisau,ito riMHasii cnoyaTky Bif OKpeMux KiaciB i 40 YTBOPEHHS LiNiCHOrO HaBYanbHOro 3aknagy. [pobaemHo-
XPOHONOTIYHNIA METOZ, aB MOXJ/MBICTb MPOCTEXUTU MPIOPUTETHI HaMPAMKM PO3BUTKY TiMHa3ii. CTaTUCTUUHUN
METO/, 3aCTOCOBYBABCS AJ/11 NPOBeAEHHA NigpaXyHKIB YMCEbHOTO CKAaAy NefaroriyHnx NpauiBHMKIB Ha YYHIBCbKOroO
cknagy rimHasii. Ha ocHOBI nmpoBeAeHOro HaykoBOrO MOLLYKY MOXHa CHOPMYNtoBaTU Taki OCHOBHI pe3ysbTaTw.
BcraHoBneHo, Wo YkpaiHcbka [porobuubka riMHasisa He 6yna 06'eKTOM IPYHTOBHOIO iCTOPUYHOIO AOCAIAXKEHHS.
[Jocnig>XeHo, WO CTBOPEHHA HaBYaJbHOrO 3aknafy CyrnpoBOAXYBaNOCb FOCTPUM MPOTUCTOAHHAM i3 MiCLLeBOHO
MO/IOHI30BAHOK aAMIHICTPaLli€eto, WO MparHysna He AOMYCTUTU A0 YTBEPAXKEHHA YKPaiHCbKOro LUKINbHULTBA Ha
TepeHax CxigHOT MannymHn. Ha ocHoBI y3aranbHeHOro gakTorpadiyHOro Matepiany KOHCTaTOBaHO, WO HaBYa bHUN
3aknag MaB KBanidikoBaHMIN BMKNajaubKUA cknag, sk 3abesnedvyBaB BuMKNaZaHHA NPUPOAHWUYMX (reorpadis,
NPMPOA03HABCTBO) i cTMCAMX (di3vKa, MaTemMaTrKa) HayK, O PiAKO NPaKTUKyBaaW iHWI yKpaiHCbKi OCBITHI YyCTaHOBM.
MpakTyHa LiHHICTb pO6OTK NOASTAE Yy TOMY, LLO HaBeAeHW Y Hii dakTorpadiuHmii MaTepian MOXHa BUKOPUCTaTH
A9 HanNUCaHHA y3aranbHIOKUMX NMpalb 3 icTopii GopMyBaHHA Ta GYHKLIOHYBaHHA HayKOBO-OCBITHBOTrO MPOCTOPY
perioHanbHOro piBHA

KnrouoBi cnoBa: LKiINbHULTBO; MPUPOAHUYI HayKu; CTUCAT HayKW; yKpaiHCbka MOBa; mouyaTok XX CT.; OCBIiTHE
cepezoBuLLe
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